Acquired cystic disease of the kidneys and renal cell carcinoma in chronic renal insufficiency without dialysis treatment.
We report 3 cases of acquired cystic disease of the kidneys with associated renal carcinoma in 2 of the cases. In all 3 cases, the patients had chronic renal insufficiency due to hypertension but had never required dialysis. Review of 176 reported cases of acquired cystic disease of the kidneys and renal tumors disclosed that 18 patients (including 1 previously reported by us) had never received dialysis treatment. These cases support the hypothesis that acquired cystic disease of the kidney is not restricted to patients treated with maintenance dialysis. Among the 18 patients, hypertension was the most common underlying cause of renal failure. Patients with chronic renal failure due to or associated with severe hypertension should be monitored carefully for the development of both renal cysts and tumors even though they have not started on chronic dialysis.